
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  
 

 
CB Richard Ellis Pty Ltd 

ABN 57 057 373 574 
 

Level 26, 363 George Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

DX 10262 
 

T  61 2 9333 3333 
F  61 2 9333 3330 

 
www.cbre.com.au 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  27 May 2009 
 
 
For further information: 
Kathryn House 
Communications Manager 
61 2 9333 3585 
61 402 465 440 

 
 

 
 

 
Woolpack Hotel changes hands amid signs of increased activity in the Sydney pub market 
 
Sydney, NSW (27 May 2009) 
  
Buyers are returning to the Sydney pub market, with nearly $70m million in deals having been completed 
or agreed in recent weeks according to a new market analysis from CB Richard Ellis. 
 
CBRE Hotels Director Joel Fisher said historically low interest rates and attractive investment yields were 
rekindling buyer interest in the pubs sector after a lacklustre 2008, during which investment activity had 
been limited on both a local and national basis. 
 
The increased buyer activity has been reflected in recent deals such as this week’s $3.2 million sale of 
the Woolpack Hotel at Redfern and the recent $14.75 million sale of the Brewhouse Marayong. 
 
Mr Fisher said CBRE Hotels had a further $50 million in pub sales under agreement as buyers 
capitalised on lower borrowing costs which have made the sector more attractive in recent months. 
 
Industry sources have reported that in the case of the Woolpack, the sale of the going concern hotel 
represented a yield of circa 11.25% while the Brewhouse Marayong was sold by the Colosimo family on 
a going concern yield of approximately 11.75%. 
 
“In the current economic climate, investors perceive the hotel industry to be a defensive sector,” Mr 
Fisher said. 
 
“As interest rate pressures ease and pub revenues continue to improve post the 2007 introduction of 
smoking bans across the country, money is starting to flow back into the pub sector, which has 
traditionally performed well in adverse economic climates.”  
 
The Woolpack Hotel was sold on behalf of the receiver manager Quentin Olde from Taylor Woodings. 
The popular Redfern hotel was previously owned by brothers Simon and Dominic Usalj.  
 
"The strong level of interest shown in the Woolpack is a positive sign for the Pub industry which has had a 
pretty tough run in recent months,” Mr Olde said. 
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“Clearly there will be more sales of hotels by receivers in coming months as banks are forced to deal 
with the high leverage in the sector but this sale demonstrates buyers are willing to transact at similar 
yields to private sales when transacting with a receiver". 
 
Mr Fisher said the hotel had changed hands after a competitive Expressions of Interest campaign that 
attracted significant enquiry from prospective purchasers. 
 
The Chalmers Street property was sold to interests associated with private hotel investment company 
RevPar Pty Ltd. 
 
“The property was highly sought after as it provides an ideal entry into the Sydney pub market in a 
location within close proximity to the CBD,” Mr Fisher said. 
 
Mr Fisher said the Woolpack was situated in an area that was set to benefit from the urban 
redevelopment initiatives being implemented by the Redfern-Waterloo Authority. 
 
The hotel is situated just 150 metres from the Rabitohs’ home ground, Redfern Oval, which recently 
underwent a $19 million upgrade. 
 
The three level property features a ground floor bar, dining area and gaming room with 16 poker 
machines as well as two levels of accommodation. 
 
 
About CB Richard Ellis 
CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc. (NYSE:CBG), a Fortune 500 and S&P 500 company headquartered in Los 
Angeles, is the world’s largest commercial real estate services firm (in terms of 2008 revenue).  The 
Company has more than 30,000 employees (excluding affiliates), and serves real estate owners, 
investors and occupiers through more than 300 offices (excluding affiliates) worldwide. CB Richard Ellis 
offers strategic advice and execution for property sales and leasing; corporate services; property, facilities 
and project management; mortgage banking; appraisal and valuation; development services; investment 
management; and research and consulting. CB Richard Ellis has been named a BusinessWeek 50 “best 
in class” company and Fortune 100 fastest growing company two years in a row. Please visit our Web 
site at www.cbre.com. 
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